Spared descending pathways mediate locomotor recovery after subtotal spinal cord injury.
The location of pathways responsible for locomotor recovery after incomplete spinal cord injury has been studied in adult rats. Animals were allowed to recover from subtotal mid-thoracic cord section which spared left lateral and ventral funiculus fibers. Subsequent lumbar commissurotomy or left thoracic cord hemisection abolished the locomotor recovery. Spared descending fibers passing through the initial incomplete cord lesion appear to mediate locomotor recovery.